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3. This report is aiso accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims and/br drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/br sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 
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applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1 -36 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-18 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
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Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 
D1 : EP 1 281 395 A (OREAL) 5 February 2003 (2003-02-05) 

D2 : WO 94/021 1 2 A (NAT STARCH CHEM INVEST) 3 February 1 994 (1 994-02-03) 
D3 : US 5 721 31 3 A (YEUNG DOMINIC WAI-KWING ET AL) 24 February 1 998 
(1998-02-24) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

- Document D1 refers to an hair styling composition comprising an ABA block 
copolymer wherein the A group are built up from an ethylenically unsaturated 
polymerisable monomer and the B group is derived from an ethylenically unsaturated 
carboxylate and, a cosmetically acceptable diluent or earner (Cf. D1 , page 2, paragraph 
1; page 2, paragraph 8-page 3, paragraph 15; page 4, paragraph 26-page 33; page 9, 
paragraph 36-paragraph 37). 

The subject-matter described in document D1 takes away novelty of present claims 
1,2,5-18. 

2.2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

- Document D2 describes an emulsion polymer for use in hair styling composition 
comprising an ABA block copolymer wherein the A group are built up from an 
ethylenically unsaturated polymerisable monomer and the B group is derived from an 
ethylenically unsaturated carboxylate and, a cosmetically acceptable diluent or carrier 
(Cf. D2, page 1, lines 5-8; page 2, line 15-page 3, line 15; page 4, line 8-page 5, line 7; 
claims 1-19). 

The subject-matter described in document D2 takes away novelty of present claims 
1,2,5-18. 

2.3 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

- Document D3 refers a crosslinked polymer composition for use in cosmetic 
comprising an ABA block copolymer wherein the A group are built up from an 
ethylenically unsaturated polymerisable monomer and the B group is derived from an 
ethylenically unsaturated carboxylate and, a cosmetically acceptable diluent or carrier 
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(Cf. D3, column 1, lines 30-57; column 2, lines 27-52). 

The subject-matter described in document D3 takes away novelty of present claims 
1,2,5-9,12,14,15. 

3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 5-18 

- Dependent claims 2, 5-18 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 3, 4 

- Although apparently novel, the remaining subject-matter which is the subject-matter of 
present claims 3,4 is not considered inventive for the following reasons (Article 33(1 ),(3) 
PCT): 

Document D1 , which is considered as the closest prior art, describes a hair styling 
composition comprising an ABA block copolymer wherein the A group are built up from 
an ethylenically unsaturated polymerisable monomer and the B group is derived from 
an ethylenically unsaturated carboxylate and, a cosmetically acceptable diluent or 
carrier (Cf. D1 , page 2, paragraph 1; page 2, paragraph 8-page 3, paragraph 15; page 
4, paragraph 26-page 33; page 9, paragraph 36-paragraph 37). 

- The problem to be solved by the present application appears to obtain hair care 
compositions containing styling polymers that can perform under conditions of high 
humidity (see application on page 1, lines 18-23). 

- The solution proposed in the present application is to provide a composition 
comprising a polymer comprising an ABA block copolymer, wherein the A group are 
built up from an ethylenically unsaturated polymerisable monomer and the B group is 
derived from an ethylenically unsaturated carboxylate and, a cosmetically acceptable 
diluent or carrier (see application, on page 3, lines 12-18 and claim 1). 

- The subject-matter of present claims 3,4 is a matter of normal design procedure and 
would therefore be an obvious design possibility for the skilled person in order to solve 
the problem posed. Therefore, no inventive step is present in the subject-matter of 
present claims 3,4 (Article 33(1 ),(3) PCT). 
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EP 1 281 395 A (OREAL) 

5 February 2003 (2003-02-05) 
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page 2, paragraph 8 - page 3, paragraph 15 
page 4, paragraph 26 - page 7, paragraph 
33 

page 9, paragraph 36 - paragraph 37 
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which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

■O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
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«P" document published prior to the International flOng date but 
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T* later document published after the International filing date 
or priority date and not In conflict with the application but 
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